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JOB II. 10. 


SHALL WE RECEIVE Good AT THE Hand or 
GOD, AND SHALL WE NOT RECEIVE EviL? 


HESE are the Words of Jos, when he 

was become one of the moſt miſerable of 
Mankind: he had loſt all his Cattle and his Ser- 
vants, in which his Wealth conſiſted ; and all his 
Children, on whom his Affections were ſtrongly - 
placed: and the Loſs was the greater, becauſe it 
was ſo ſudden, and becauſe all his Calamities 
came upon him ſo quick one after another, that 
he had ſcarcely any time between each to fortif 
his Mind, by reaſoning upon what had paſt, or 
preparing himſelf for what might come. Nor was 
this all; for we are told ſoon afterwards, that 
he was fmitten with fore boils, from the ſole of his 
Foot to the crown of his head; and that, in this de- 
plorable State, he /at down among the aſhes, as the 
Eaftern Cuſtom was upon ſuch Occaſions, ver. 
8. Then it was, when his Mind was oppreſs'd 
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with Grief, and his Body was full of Pain, that 

he expreſſed his Sentiments in the Queſtion of the 
Text, Shall we receive Good at the on 7 Gon, | 

and ſhall we not receive Evil | - 2h * 


2 ſee that, amidſt all his Loſſes, he had dot 
loſt his Senſe of Duty to God : he knew how to 
argue aright upon the Subject of Calamities, even 
when he was ſurrounded by them. He conſider- 
ed all his Diſtreſſes as happening by the divine 
Appointment or Permiſſion; and therefore he 
was ſo far from charging God fooliſhly, that he 
even pleaded for the Neceſſity of Submiſſion to 
Htm under all the Evils of Life. 


Theremight be Wiſdom, nay, there might be 


Goodneſs, in Gop's ſuffering theſe Calamities to 
beſet him: Tho? they were not then viſible, yet 
the Event might fully ſhew them, and juſtify the 
Dealings of God with his Servant. Thus the 
pious Sufferer ſeems to have reaſon'd within him- 
ſelf, and to have ſupported his Spirits by ſuch Re- 
flections, againft ſinking under his Sorrows, and 
flying to Death, as to a Refuge and Sanctuary, 
from the Burden of a calamitous Life. 


A very different Method from that which too 
many among us are apt to take under AMictions, 
in no wiſe to be compar'd to thoſe of Jos, either 
for Weight or Number: The PraQtice of Self- 

n Murder 


1 

Murder is very prevailing among us, as we ſee by 
the too frequent Inſtances of 4t : For which Rea- 
ſon, and becauſe ſome late Attempts have been 


made, not meerly to palliate and excuſe this un- 


natural Action, but even to prove the Lawful- 
neſs and Reaſonableneſs of it; it may be proper 
to offer ſome Reflections on this Subject, that you 
may be the better enabled to confirm yourſelves, 
and (as Opportunity offers) convince the Unfor- 
tunate and Diſtreſs'd of your Acquaintance, how 
grievous the Sin is, and conſequently, how dan- 
gerous to their Salvation: and for this Purpoſe, I 
ſhall confine myſelf chiefly to the Argument ad- 
vanced in the Text, that it is our Duty to re- 
ceive Euil as well as Good, at the hand of Gon. 


The Opinions of particular Men, or indeed of 
whole Nations, are (I confeſs) no certain and 
infallible Arguments of the Lawfulneſs, or Un- 
lawfulneſs of any Practice; but yet it muſt be al- 
low'd; that they are of ſome Weight, When they 
are brought not to prove, but to ſupport and 
ſtrengthen Proofs drawn from Reaſon. And 
therefore, before I proceed to enlarge on the Ar- 
gument offer'd in the Text, it may be of Impor- 


| tance to obſerve, that (generally ſpeaking) all 


Kingdoms and States, Ancient as well as Modern, 
have agreed in forbidding and condemning Self- 
Murder : and on the ſame Side ſtand the Opi- 
nions of almoſt all the wiſeſt and beſt Men of Hea- 
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then Antiquity. PyTHAGoRAs+ (one of the 
| ficſt Greek Philoſophers) expreſſed his Senſe of 
| Self-Murder by a juſt and proper Alluſion, which 
1 many of the beſt Writers ſince have adopted, 
| and which is hardly ever left unmentioned on 
| this Subject; for he compared our Situation in 
: Life, to that of a Centinel upon Duty, and from 
thence obſerved, that it is unlawful to quit our 
Pot without the expreſs leave Gon our Comman=- 
der. It is well known too, that SocRATEs and 
PLaTo * (thoſe two Honours of Heathen Philo- 
ſophy) declared themſelves in expreſs and ftrong 
[| Terms againft this Action; and that AxIs ro- 
| TLE (whoſe juſt Senſe of Things all Ages have 
| admired) has gone much farther than they, and 
charged the Self-Murderer with Cowardice in 


: that 


i NE — ᷓͤG— 
+ Prrnaco as vetat injuſſu imperatoris, id eſt 
Dei, de præſidio & ſtatione vitæ decedere. 
Cictro in Cat. Maj, 
®* PLAT. in Phæd. p. 62. Ed. Serrani. EH done 
| nuag To; avlpures iv Twy xInpatu Tor Orig Gral! Og- 
1 xd, &c. Man ſeems to be one of thoſe things, in which 
11 the Gods have reſerved to tliemſelves a Property. And there- 
fore, as a Maſter would be angry with his Slave, if he ſhould 
| kill humfelf without his Leave, and would puniſh him (if he 
1 could) for ſo doing; fo it is reaſonable to think, that no 
1 Man ought to kill himfelf, unleſs GOD lays him under @ 
. Neceſſity of killing kimſelf, as he now does me. Theſe are 
Soc RATrEs's Words, juſt before he drank the Por- 
on, by which he was publickly condemned to die 
at Athens. 


„ 
that Act: He ® does not ( ſays he) embrace Death, 
beeauſe it is honourable to him; but he flies from Life, 


becauſe it 'is-a Burden to him, and he has not the 
Courage to fand it, 


But the greateſt Weight is laid by the Advo- 
cates for Self-Murder upon the Practice of the 
Romans : It has been called a Raman Virtue, and 
Caro is placed at the Head of this falſe Heroiſm : 
and yet it may be truly affirmed, that this Crime 
was ſcarcely ever more prevailing at Rome, than 
it is at preſent among us ; that it was a Faſhion, 
which (as with us) grew out of the Degeneracy 
and Corruption of the Times; and that the Laws 


of that Country f condemned and puniſhed it, 


as ours do: Their beſt Writer and Philoſopher, 
A 4 CICERO, 


®* Ar1sr. Ethic. ad Nicom. I. g. c. 7. T8 N ame 
dh Prtyorla weviav, 1 ipulay 1 T3 AuTnpor, && ay" 
dels, 2 waxy fv maolaxig yag Y Qruyew t- 


TF0G" X) &BX ri A, DWopiver, A Proywy XaXty, 


+ Tarevuin (the Roman King) ordered that the Self- 
Murderers fhould be crucified after their Deaths ;, and the 
Pontifical Books of the Romans provided, that they ſhould 
be deprived of the Rites of Burial. See Stkvivs's Note 
on Vircii's En. XII. bog. To which may be added 


what Cicero ſays in Tuſc. Diſput. 1. go. Nec ta- 


men vincula carceris ruperit; leges enim vetant. 


E 1 
C1cxRo, || pronounces it abſolutely unlawful; ; and 
it is very remarkable, that their beſt Poet, Vir- 
GIL,* has affigned to the Self-Murderer a Place 
of Torment and Miſery, in his Deſcription of the 
infernal Regions, 


I have mentioned theſe Things, tho” very 
briefly, that we may ſee how the Wiſdom. of 
former Ages condemns inſtead of favouring (as ſome 
ſuppoſe) this ſad Practice; and that we may not, 
through a juſt Admiration of the Virtues of the 
ancient” Romans, be ſo far dazled, as to copy from 
thofe Parts of their Behaviour, which they them- 
ſelves commonly eſteemed Vices. What ſome few 
did, ſhould not influence us ſo much, as what 
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| Cic. Somn. Scip, Niſi Deus iſtis te corporis cuſ- 
todiis liberaverit, huc tibi aditus patere non poteſt: 
homines enim ſant hac lege generati—& pus omni- 
bus retinendus eſt animus in cuſtodia corporis: nec 
injuſſu ejus, à quo ille eſt nobis datus, ex hominum 
vits migrandum eſt; ne munus humanum aſſigna- 
tum à Deo defugiſſe videamini. Tuscur. Diſput. 
1. 30. Vetat dominans ille in nobis Deus injuſſu 
hinc nos ſuo demigrare. . 

Proxima deindetenent mœſti loca, qui ſibi letum 
Inſontes peperere manu, lucemq; peroſi 
Projecere animam: Quim vellent æthere in alte 
Nunc & pauperiem, & duros perferre labores! 


Viks. An. l. 6. 


. 


the Generality thought; eſpecially when it is con- 
ſidered, that thoſe who made the Laws, or wrote 
renin Self-Murder, are more likely to have 
| proceeded by pure and unbiaſſed Reaſon, in their 

Judgment upon the Caſe, than thoſe did, who 
were driven by the Evils of Life, againſt the 
Bent and Paſſion of Nature, to become. their own 


Executioners. 


But let us come to the Argument offered in 
the Text, viz. that it is our Duty as well to re- 
ceive Evil, as Good at the hand of GOD: The 
Argument (as you may perceive) is taken from 
our being abſolutely under the Dominion and 
Diſpoſal of Gon, as our Creator, Preſerver, and 
Governor: and to ſhew the Force of it, as di- 
reed againſt Self. Murder, the following Pro- 
poſitions may deſerve to be conſidered, as depend- 
ing on each other, and amounting (I think) to 
a full Proof of the Point in queſtion, 


(1.) If Gop gave us Life, it is certain that 
he gave it us for ſome End and Purpoſe ; for to 
ſuppoſe that a Being, infinitely Wiſe and Good, 
has in any Inſtance acted without an End and 
Purpoſe, is to-ſuppoſe a viſible Abſurdity ; Now 
the Ends, which Gop had in view, when he 
gave us Life, could have been no other than-one 


or both of theſe two, the promoting of his on 
4 5 Glory 


1 
Glory and Service, or of our true and real Hap- 
pineſs. 


( 2) While therefore theſe Ends laſt and ſub- 
fiſt, no Man can juſtly preſume upon God's 
Leave to depart out of Life, by his own Hands, 
becauſe no Man, tho' in the moſt afflicted Con- 


dition, is incapable of anſwering one or both 
theſe Ends of Life, 


For (to ſpeak with regard to the firſt) if Gop's 
Glory and Service be promoted by the Practice 
of every Virtue; and if Patience and Submiſſion 
to the Divine Will be Virtues; and if they are 
chiefly exerciſed in a State of Adverſity; and if 
the greater the Adverſity is, the more conſpicu- 
ous theſe Virtues appear; does it not follow very 
plainly from hence, That the moſt afflicted Man 


is capable of advancing the Honour and Interefts 
of his Maker ? | 


Or if we conſider the other End, for which 
Life may be ſuppoſed to have been given us, I 
mean the promoting of our own true and real 
Happineſs ; let us at the ſame time but allow, 
that we have a Being which is to exiſt in ſome 
future State of Recompence; and then natural 
Reaſon will tell us, that fince Patience and Sub- 


miſſion to the Will of Gop under Calamities are 


* 


Virtues, 


1 
Virtues, and fince Gop is Juſt and Good, (a8 
he muſt neceſſarily be), he cannot fail to reward 
theſe Virtues, either in the preſent World, (as he 
did in Jos's Caſe) or in the next World, which 
is to be conſidered even now as part of our Por- 
tion and Inheritance. So that from this Reflec- 
tion we may conclude, that even in the moſt miſe- 
rable Condition of Man, this End of Life ſub- 
fiſts : by the Practice of theſe Virtues, which are 
diſplayed only in a State of Affliction, he can 
purſue his trueſt, i. e. his moſt laſting Happineſs ; 
he can make his patient Endurance of Evils here, 
the Means of his being eternally rewarded here- 
after. And upon the Face of this whole Argu- 


ment it will appear, that no Man, whatſoever his 


Condition be, can have a Right to throw away 
that Life which Gop has given him, becauſe he 
can never be incapable of anſwering both thoſe 
Ends, for which the Gift was . 


(3. ) Again, tho' Gop howld not have given 
us Life, for any ſuch Ends and Purpoſes as theſe ; 
or tho” in ſome Caſes, we may be ſuppoſed whol- 
ly incapable of ſerving any Ends which Gop 
feems to have had in view ; yet it muſt be always 
remembered, that Gop has an abſolute Proper- 
ty in our Lives: and therefore, without an ex- 
preſs Declaration of his Will, we ought never to 
_ preſume upon having his Conſent to depart out of 
A 6 Life, 


9 
Life, by our own Hands, and at our own Plea- 
ſure, | 


Thoſe, who knew moſt of the Human Fabric, 
and have made the niceft Searches into it, have 
diſcovered great Reaſon to conclude, that we do 
not ſubſiſt in Life by any known Powers of 
Mechaniſm, by any fixed and ſettled Laws of 
Nature; but rather, that every Moment's Con- 
andes of our Lives depends upon an imme- 
diate Act of God's Power, upon an Exertion of 
an actual Providence, without which the bodily 
Frame of Man would ſoon fall to pieces, and the 
operating Powers would be at a ſtand and deſti- 
tute of all Motion. Now, if this be the caſe, 
(as it ſeems plainly enough to be) then it may 
be aſked, Whether there can be at any time a 
ſtronger and fuller Declaration of Gop's Will 
that we ſhould go on to live, than that he goes 
on to furniſh us with Life? Muſt not a Man, 
in this view of the Matter, be thought a per- 
verſe Reaſoner, who, while he finds. God actu- 
ally continuing Life to him, can preſume upon 
his Permiſſion to put an End to it by Violence? 
Are not the Parts, which Gop and he take at _ 
ſuch a time, directly contrary? And does not 


the Self-Murderer act in plain oppoſition to the 


Wil of Gop, which he feels (as it were) with- 
in him? 


E 1 

But if we conſider Life in the more common, 
but leſs accurate way of conſidering it, I mean, 
23 given to us at firſt, and once for all by the 
divine Author of itz yet ftill we may ſee great 
Reaſon to look upon Self-Murder as an unjuſt 
Uſe of the Giſt : for it can never be fuppoſed by 
any reaſonable Man, that when Gop gave him 
the Uſe of Life, he intended to give away his own 
Right of Dominion and Property in it : Does it not 
follow then from hence, that a Right in us te 
z/e our Lives cannot include a Right to de/troy 
them; becauſe that. puts an End to God's Right 
of Dominion and Property over them ? We know, 
that when any Thing ceafes to be, all Intereſt 
and Property in it ceafes ; whence then comes 
any Man's Right to do an Act thus injurious to 
his Creator ? One thing we are ſure of, and there 
is nothing more clear from the Principles of Mo- 
rality, than it is, viz. that the ſtrongeſt Right of 
Uſe cannot be lawfully exerciſed, when it injures 
another Perſon in his ſuperior Right of Domi- 
nion and Property. 


It has been ſaid indeed, by the Advocates of 
Self. Murder, that unleſs Men are poſſeſſed of 
ſuch a full and compleat Right over their Lives, 


no Magiſtrate in a Society could have the Pow- 
er of Life and Death over the Subjects; becauſe 


(as they ſay) this Power of the Magiſtrate ariſes 
| from 
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from Men's having transferred to Him the Right 
which they have over their uwn Lives. But 
however plauſible this Argument may appear, it 
is in Truth founded wholly upon a miſtaken- 
Principle; for the Magiſtrate's Right over the - 
Lives of Subjects ariſes from a very different 
Cauſe : It owes its being not to any Right which 
Men naturally have over their own Lives, and 
which they have agreed to convey to Him : but 
(if it was not given to Him by Gop) it ariſes 
rather from a Conveyance of that Right, which 
every Man has over the Life of him, who, in a 
State of Nature, would have forfeited it to him by 
his injurious Behaviour, This is the true Source 


of that Power of Life and Death, which the Ma- 


giſtrate is juſtly poſſeſſed of; and when once a 
Society is formed, this Right enlarges itſelf, and 
extends as far as the Ends of good Government 
neceſlarily require, 


Life therefore being the Property of God, and 
Man having only a Right of Uſe in it, we may 
conclude from hence, that in this View it is ab- 
ſolutely unlawful for any Man, though under 
Calamities, to make ſuch a Uſe of Life, as to 


deſtroy and put an End to Gop's Right of Pra- 


perty in it. 


Thus far I have proceeded in my Reaſonings 
upon the Argument which the Text offers; but 
| there 


1 15 J 
there is another Reflection, which is ſuggeſted 


upon this Subject by the Story of the ** 
in the Text: For, 


( 4.) If all the e Propoſitions were 
not clearly true; nay, if they were evidently 
falſe, yet the Generality of Self-Murderers act as 
irrational a Part as can well be imagined : 


For, if thoſe Calamities (which are the uſual 
Temptations to this Crime, ſuch as Pain, Pover- 
ty, Infamy, Diſappointments, and the like) be 
only apprehended as coming upon us, is it not 
Wiſdom to conſider, that poſſibly they may ne- 
ver approach nearer z or they may be leſs ſevere, 

when they reach us, than they ſeem to be at a 
Diſtance; or We ourſelves may have more Pa- 
tience and Courage to bear them, than we ex- 
pected ? Of every one of theſe Particulars there 
are frequent Inſtances z and Experience ſhews us, 
that things are often found to be very different 
from what they appear to be: No Man knows 
the Strength of his Mind, any more than the 
Strength of his Body, till he has tried it; and 
the Supports furniſhed by Religion, Reaſon, and 
Example of others, are able to bear all the dead 
Weight of the worſt Diſtreſſes and Calamities. 


But if we ſuppoſe that theſe Evils are not ap- 


prehended only, but actually come home to us, 
and 
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from Men's having transferred to Him the Right 
which they have over their uwn Lives. But 
however plauſible this Argument may appear, it 
is in Truth founded wholly upon a miſtaken- 


Principle; for the Magiſtrate's Right over the 


Lives of Subjects ariſes from a very different 
Cauſe : It owes its being not to any Right which 
Men naturally have over their own Lives, and 
which they have agreed to convey to Him : but 
(if it was not given to Him by Gop) it ariſes 
rather from a Conveyance of that Right, which 
every Man has over the Life of him, who, in a 
State of Nature, would have forfeited it to him by 
his injurious Behaviour. This is the true Source 
of that Power of Life and Death, which the Ma- 
giſtrate is juſtly poſſeſſed of; and when once a 
Society is formed, this Right enlarges itſelf, and 
extends as far as the Ends of good Government 
neceſlarily require. 


. Life therefore being the Property of God, and 


Man having only a Right of Uſe in it, we may 


conclude from hence, that in this View it is ab- 
ſolutely unlawful for any Man, though under 
Calamities, to make ſuch a Uſe of Life, as to 


deſtroy and put an End to God's Right of Pro- 


perty in it. 


Thus far I have proceeded in my Reaſonings 


upon the Argument which the Text offers; but 


there 


C 1s 1] 
there is another Reflection, which is ſuggeſted 


upon this Subject by the Story of the * 
in the Text: For, 


( 4.) If all the downed i were 
not clearly true; nay, if they were evidently ' 
falſe, yet the Generality of Self-Murderers act as 
irrational a Part as can well be imagined : 


For, if thoſe Calamities (which are the uſual 
Temptations to this Crime, ſuch as Pain, Pover- 
ty, Infamy, Diſappointments, and the like) be 
only apprehended as coming upon us, is it not 
Wiſdom to conſider, that poſſibly they may ne- 
ver approach nearer; or they may be leſs ſevere, 
when they reach us, than they ſeem to be at a 
Diſtance; or We ourſelves may have more Pa- 
tience and Courage to bear them, than we ex- 
peed ? Of every one of theſe Particulars there 
are frequent Inſtances z and Experience ſhews us, 
that things are often found to be very different 
from what they appear to be: No Man knows 
the Strength of his Mind, any more than the 
Strength of his Body, till he has tried it; and 
the Supports furniſhed by Religion, Reaſon, and 
Example of others, are able to bear all the dead 
Weight of the worſt Diſtreſſes and Calamities. 


But if we ſuppoſe that theſe Evils are not ap- 
probended only, but actually come home to us, 


and 


bet | 
/ 
[| 
TE 
: 
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: 
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and 2 upon our Shoulders, yet why mould we 
think that they are likely to be more ſettled and 


laſting than the contrary Bleſſings are, of Health, 
Riches, and Reputation? Is there any Condi- 


tion of Life which is not ſubject to Accidents ? 
Are not the Evils of it under the ſame State of 


Variableneſs as the Good Things of it? A Change 
therefore may come, and then it will be a delight- 


ful one, like the ſafe Landing after a violent 
Storm; the more welcome for what has paſſed, 


Thus, we know, it fared. with Jos, whoſe 
Hiftory leaves him a much —_—_— Man than it 


found him. : 


However, if no Change of our Calamities 
ſhould happen, yet what is there almoſt that Ex- 
perience and Habit does not make more eaſy, by 


making it more familiar to us? The moſt afffict- 


ed Man, by the Benefit of Time, can look round 
about him, and conſider what Comforts he has 
to put in the Balance againſt his Evils: He has 


room to reflect, that there is no one Calamity 


which ſets any Man at Enmity with his Life, 
but what ſome other Man has made a ſhift to en- 
dure, if not to be tolerably eaſy under, by giv- 
ing his Thoughts ſome Diverſion, and thus wear- 
ing off (as it were) the Edge of his Afflictions. 
And to this perhaps it is owing that, among the 


Writers in defence of Self- Murder, ſcarcely One 
ever 


1 

ever put his fatal Doctrine in practice: They 
were wiſer than their Rules, and ſeem to have 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected that their Swords were ſurer 
than their Reaſons: Their Behaviour therefore 
ſhould convince us more than their Arguments; 
Nature within them ſpake the Truth, while their 
Pens were employed in aſſerting a Falſhood. 


Now from what has been ſaid, we may fee 
that the Se, Murderer generally acts againſt all 
the Rules of Reaſon and Senſe, as well as againſt 
thoſe of Duty and Obligation : For while there 
is a Proſpect of untying the Knot of his Calami- 
ties, he raſhly chooſes to cut it: While there is 
a Poſſibility that the preſent Evil may paſs away, 
he flies to another Evil, that has no poſſible Re- 
medy. He betakes himſelf to a deſperate Refuge, 
ſuch as that Seaman's is, who, when his Ship is 
on Fire, leaps into the main Ocean: It is the leaſt 
calamitous "Thing which his confuſed Thoughts 
then preſent to him: He goes to it as to no 
other than a new fort of Miſery; which becauſe 
he has not tried, he hopes may be more tolera- 
ble, tho' he knows that it is irreparable. So that 
upon the Principles of common Prudence a Man 
ought not, while there is any Shadow of Hope 
leit, (and it is hardly ever ſeen that there is none 
left) to make an abſolute Diſpoſal of himſelf, 
by Ty mY the Thread of Life, 


But 
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ſecond Thoughts and for After-wiſdom; and 
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But above all things it ought to be well and 
feriouſly conſidered, that in this Action (if it 
takes effect immediately, as it commonly does, 
and always is deſign'd to do) there is no room for 


therefore if it be a Sin, it entirely excludes all 
place of Repentance. So that before any Man 
ventures upon ſuch a deſperate Crime as This, 
he ſhould not only be without any one ſingle 
Suſpicion of its Unlawfulneſs, but he ought to 
be demonſtrably aſſured of its Lawfulnefs. If 
there be any good Proof, or but the Appearance 
of one; nay, if there be but any Ground of Doubt, 
or even a bare Poſſibility of its being a Crime, he 
riſks too much when he runs any Hazard of his 
eternal Welfare in the blind Enterprize. So that 
for a Man to talk of flying to Death, as to a 
Port and Harbour of Safety from the Evils which 
he meets with, is one of the moſt unaccountable 
Follies in Nature: For ſuch an one leaps out of 
a Leſſer into a Greater Evil, out of a Natural 
into a Moral one; with this Aggravation of his 
ll Choice, that the firſt may have a Remedy, 
whereas the latter cannot poſſibly have any, 


Theſe, and the like Reflections, may be of 


uſe to arm all of us, and to enable us to arm 


ethers, againſt the Arguments of ſuch as ſet up 
for 
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for Advocates of Self- Murder: and endeavour 
to deceive Men to their Ruin, by the Plauſible- 
neſs of their Reaſonings, and the ſeeming Great- 
neſs of their Sentiments ; as when they tell us 
that, under all the Evils of Life, * Death is the 
Remedy which Nature has kindly put into our Hands; 
that we have + the Keys of our Priſon in aur own 
Hands, and that |} on the Point of a Sword, or ad 
the Bottom of a River, there is always Liberty to 
be found. But how much nobler was that Sen- 
timent of the ſame Heathen, who ſpeaking of a 
Good Man combating with Misfortunes, and a 
Match for them, ſays, that A it is a Sight which 
God himſelf might look down upon with Pleaſure # 
And we find in the Beginning of the Chapter 
from whence the Text is taken, that God is re- 
preſented there as triumphing (as it were) in the 
Conftancy of Jos, and making his Patience un- 
der Afflidtions a Part of his own Honour; for 
thus he ſays to Satan, Haft thou conſidered my ſer- 
vant Job, that there is none like him in the Earth, 
4 perfett and an upright Man? 


Thera 


* Philoſoph. Diſſertation upon Death, p. 94. 
＋ Preface to Dr DoxxE's Biathanatos, 
Seneca de Ira, L. 3. F. 15. | 

y Sen. de Providentia, F. 2. 


There are no Virtues perhaps more perfect than 
ſuch as are diſplay'd in the patient enduring of 
Calamities: As Gold and Silver are purified by 


the Refiner's Fire, ſa are Theſe by the Furnace 


of Affliction. And perhaps the trueſt kind of 
Courage is that which is exerted in bearing Mis- 
fortunes : Its Principle is more within the Man, 
than in any other Caſe; and therefore he that 
can face Miſery i is a Hero indeed. But however 
that be, there is nothing more rational in us as 
Men, than to take our Share in all the Diſpo- 
ſals of Providence, and to dare to undergo what- 
ever Condition of Life is afligned us. But to @ 
Chriſtian, the Duty of Patience under Afflictions 
is much ſtronger : To take up our Croſs of Evils, 
when we are called to it, is what we are taught 
not only by the Doctrine, but by the Example 
of our bleſſed Saviour. He came into a World, 
where he was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with Grief, and where he conſtantly endured the 
Contradidtion of Sinners, A great part of his Hiſ- 
tory is made up of his Sufferings, and his Liſe 
is one great Pattern of Submiſſion to the Will 
of Gor, under the whole Weight of Miſery, 
He has taught us by himſelf and his Apoſtles, 
that nothing is a real Evil but Sin; that the 
Afiittions of this Varld are Jight, and but for a Mo- 
ment; that Gop's Grace is ſufficient for us; and 
that he will not ſuffer us to be tempted above what 


_ we 
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we are able, if we uſe our beſt Endeavours, and 
pray aright for his heavenly Aſſiſtance. 


And all of us have great Occaſion ſeriouſly 
and frequently to conſider the heinous Nature of 
Self-Murder, while we are yet unmoleſted and 
untempted by the Evils of Life; for the on- 
ly Way to make the Rules about it of force to 
us, when we are miſerable, is to imprint them 
deep in our Memories, while we are happy. 
And the peculiar Importance of right Notions 
in this part of our Duty, for which (if we trani- 
greſs it) there is no Remedy, ſhould make us 
deſirous and earneſt to rivet them in us; that if 
ever the Evil Day ſhould overtake us, we may 
bring ourſelves to ſit down with Jos, and ſay, 
What, ſhall we receive Good at the hand of Gop, 
and ſhall we not receive Evil? And if ever Af- 
fliction ſhould be the Portion of any of You, 
may God give you the Patience of Jog under 
it, and reward your Patience, as he did his; of 
whom it is ſaid, that Gop bleſſed his latter End, 
more than his Beginning. 
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